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1. Course Information 

• Title: European and Comparative Constitutional Law 

• Code: LLB6 

• ECTS: 6 

• Hours per week: 4 

• Academic Year: 1st 

• Teaching Period: Spring Semester 

• Mode of Delivery: Face-to-Face 

• Language of Instruction/Assessment: English 

• Course Type: Mandatory 

 

2. Course Description 

This course offers a comprehensive introduction to constitutional law through both 
national‑comparative and European perspectives. The first part addresses the general 
theory and practice of constitutions, focusing on their functions, normative authority, and 
institutional frameworks across major legal traditions. Core themes include 
constitution‑making and amendment, constitutional supremacy and interpretation, 
forms of government and separation of powers, judicial review, political representation 
and voting rights. The Greek Constitution is used as a primary case study within the 
continental tradition and compared with other models, including those of the United 
States, France, Germany, and the United Kingdom. It also examines the constitutional 
dimensions of the European Union, exploring questions of legitimacy, sovereignty, the 



constitutional role of the Treaties, and the reception of EU law within national orders. 
Students will engage with debates on democratic principles, European citizenship, and 
the role of the Court of Justice as a constitutional actor. By the end of the course, students 
will have acquired a solid foundation in both the theory of constitutions and the 
supranational developments reshaping constitutional law today. 

 

3. Keywords 

European Union, Constitutional Law, Public Authority, Sovereignty, Comparative 
Constitutionalism, Constitution, Rule of Law, Separation of Powers, European 
Constitutionalism 

 

4. Learning Outcomes 

Upon successful completion of this course, students will be able to: 

1. Identify the fundamental principles and institutional structures of constitutions 
across different legal traditions, with particular reference to the Greek 
Constitution. (Remembering) 

2. Explain the processes of constitution-making, amendment, and interpretation in 
both national and comparative contexts. (Understanding) 

3. Analyse the organisation of public authority through the rule of law, separation 
of powers, and various forms of government. (Analysing) 

4. Evaluate the constitutional implications of European integration, including 
questions of legitimacy, sovereignty, and democratic representation. (Evaluating) 

5. Compare and contrast the interaction between national constitutions and the 
European Union’s constitutional framework, with reference to the role of the 
Court of Justice and Article 28 of the Greek Constitution. (Analysing/Evaluating) 

 

5. General Skills to Be Acquired 

• Apply knowledge in practice 

• Retrieve, analyse, and synthesise data and information 

• Adapt to new situations 

• Make decisions 



• Work in an international context 

• Work in an interdisciplinary team 

• Generate new research ideas 

• Appreciate diversity and multiculturalism 

• Respect the natural environment 

• Be critical and self-critical 

• Advance free, creative, and causative thinking 

 

6. Course Content (Topics) 

1. What Is a Constitution? Foundations, Functions, and Types 
2. Constitution-Making and Amendment: From Revolution to Reform 
3. Constitutional Norms and the Legal Order: Supremacy, Hierarchy, and Rigidity 
4. The Rule of Law and Separation of Powers 
5. Forms of Government and Institutional Design 
6. Judicial Review and Constitutional Adjudication 
7. Political Representation, Parties, Electoral Systems, and Voting Rights 
8. Dual Legitimacy and the Constitutional Foundations of the European Union 
9. The EU Treaties as a Constitutional Framework: Symbolism or Substance? 
10. Sovereignty and Constitutional Authority in the EU 
11. The Reception of EU Law in National Constitutions: The Greek Example 
12. Democratic Principles and Citizenship in a Multi-Level Polity 
13. The Court of Justice of the EU as a Constitutional Actor 

 

7. Teaching Methods 

• Lectures. 

• Case law workshops. 

• Student presentations and structured debate. 

• Guided reading and legal reasoning exercises. 

 

8. Assessment Methods 



Method Weight Description 

Final Written Exam 70% Essay-type and case-based questions 

Mid-Term 
Assignment/Presentation 

20% Individual or group-based 

Participation and Engagement 10% 
Constructive attendance, preparedness, 
contribution 

Note: A minimum final exam score of 50% is required to pass. 

 

9. A. Ethics 

Students are reminded that all submitted work must comply with the University’s 
academic integrity policy. Plagiarism or unauthorised collaboration will result in 
disciplinary measures. 

 

B.  Course Policies 

• Attendance is strongly encouraged. 

• All assignments must be submitted on time via the designated platform. 

• Special accommodations will be made for students with documented learning or 
health needs in accordance with university policy. 

 

10. Use of Information and Communication Technologies (ICT) 

• Use in Teaching: (e.g. digital slides, audiovisual aids, interactive tools like 
Mentimeter) 

• Use in Communication: (e.g. E-learning platform, Zoom/Google Meet for office 
hours) 

• Digital Resources: (e.g. online legal databases, podcasts, video lectures) 

 

 

https://www.lib.auth.gr/sites/default/files/docs_files/Turnitin_WhitePaper_PlagiarismSpectrum.pdf
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