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1. Course Information

J Title: Konpraxo Aikato

J Code: LLB42

J ECTS: 5

J Hours per week: 4

. Academic Year: 4th

J Teaching Period: Winter/Spring Semester

J Mode of Delivery: Face-to-Face

J Language of Instruction/Assessment: Greek
. Course Type: Elective

2. Course Description

This course offers a comprehensive overview of Cypriot law as a unique mixed legal
system shaped by British, Greek, Ottoman, and European influences. Through a
historical, structural, and comparative approach, students will explore the evolution of
legal institutions, the distinctive features of constitutional and private law in Cyprus, the
impact of EU and international human rights law, and key judicial decisions. Emphasis
is placed on legal pluralism, judicial reasoning, and the challenges faced by a small post-
colonial legal order within the EU.

3. Keywords

Cypriot law, mixed legal system, constitutional law, case law, EU law, doctrine of
necessity, judicial review, civil law, criminal law, family law, property, legal
institutions, ECHR, legal history

4. Learning Outcomes
Upon successful completion of this course, students will be able to:
1. Describe the historical development and structural features of Cypriot law.



2. Analyse the coexistence of common law and civil law elements in Cyprus.

3. Interpret and evaluate landmark judicial decisions in Cypriot constitutional and
civil law.

4. Assess the influence of EU law and the European Court of Human Rights on the
Cypriot legal system.

5. General Skills to Be Acquired

Apply knowledge in practice

. Retrieve, analyse, and synthesise data and information
J Adapt to new situations

. Make decisions

J Work in an international context

J Work in an interdisciplinary team

J Generate new research ideas

J Appreciate diversity and multiculturalism

J Be critical and self-critical

) Advance free, creative, and causative thinking

6. Course Content (Topics)

I. Introduction - Historical and Structural Foundations
1. Cypriot Law: A Mixed Legal System
(Common law & Continental law traditions in coexistence)



2. The Historical Development of Cypriot Law

(From Ottoman and British rule to independence and EU accession)

3. The Role of Common Law in the Cypriot Legal System
(Case law, judicial precedent, and comparative insights)

II. Constitutional Structure and Public Law

4, The Constitution of 1960: Structure, Principles, and Challenges
(Power-sharing, bi-communal elements, and constitutional deadlocks)

5. The Doctrine of Necessity in Cypriot Constitutional Law
(Legal continuity and constitutional crisis management post-1963)

IIL. Private and Civil Law

6. The Law of Torts in Cyprus

(General principles and key deviations from English tort law)

7. Historical Development and Modernisation of Family Law in Cyprus
(From ecclesiastical control to civil law reforms)

8. The Property Issue in Cyprus from 1974 to the Present Day
(Legal complexities arising from the Turkish invasion and displacement)
IV. Legal Institutions and Professions

9. Legal Professions and Judicial Organisation in Cyprus
(Bench and bar, court structure, legal education)

10.  The Criminal Justice System in Cyprus

(Criminal courts, procedures, and prosecutorial authority)

V. European Union Law and International Human Rights

11.  The Role of EU Law in the Cypriot Legal Order

- Status of EU law in Cyprus

- Direct effect, supremacy, preliminary rulings

- EU law’s impact on national reforms (labour law, anti-discrimination, competition)
12.  Cyprus before the European Court of Human Rights

- Landmark cases (e.g. Loizidou)

- Implementation and constitutional interaction

VI. Comparative Perspectives and Legal Culture

13.  Cypriot Legal Institutions in Comparative Perspective

- Parallels and contrasts with the Greek legal system

- The legacy of British colonial law

- Challenges of legal identity in a post-colonial EU member state

7. Teaching Methods
J Lectures



J Case law workshops
J Student presentations and structured debate

J Guided reading and legal reasoning exercises

8. Assessment Methods

Weig
Method ht Description
Final Written Paper 70%  Essay-type and case-based analysis
Mid-Term 20%  Individual or group-based research or analysis
Assignment/Presentation
Participation and 10%  Constructive attendance and contribution

Engagement
Note: A minimum final paper score of 50% is required to pass.

9. A. Ethics

Students are reminded that all submitted work must comply with the University’s
academic integrity policy. Plagiarism or unauthorised collaboration will result in
disciplinary measures.

B. Course Policies

J Attendance is strongly encouraged.
. All assignments must be submitted on time via the designated platform.
. Special accommodations will be made for students with documented learning or

health needs in accordance with university policy.
10. Use of Information and Communication Technologies (ICT)

Use in Teaching: digital slides, audiovisual aids, interactive tools



Use in Communication: e-learning platform, Zoom for office hours
Digital Resources: online legal databases (e.g. Cyprus Legal Portal, EUR-Lex, HUDOC)
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CyLaw - Cypriot Case Law and Legislation

@o https://www.cylaw.org

An independent legal portal of Cyprus, offering access to national case law, legislative
texts, draft bills, and interpretative case law of Cypriot courts.

e-Justice Portal - National Legislation of Cyprus (EU)

@o https:/ /e-justice.europa.eu/ topics/legislation-and-case-law /national-
legislation/cy_en

A section of the European e-Justice Portal providing information on the national
legislation of Cyprus within the context of EU law.

HUDOC (European Court of Human Rights)

eo https:/ /hudoc.echr.coe.int

The official database of the European Court of Human Rights. It provides access to
judgments, decisions, advisory opinions, and other materials under the European
Convention on Human Rights.

EUR-Lex (EU Law)

@o https:/ /eur-lex.europa.eu

The European Union’s legal database, offering full access to EU legislation, Court of
Justice decisions, preparatory acts, and the Official Journal.
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